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"Blessed is He who has brought Adam from Sheol": Christ's descent to the dead in the Theology of Saint
Ephrem the Syrian is an examination of the theological use of the doctrine of Christ's descent to the dead in
the works of Saint Ephrem the Syrian (ca. 306-373 C.E.). In the ancient Christian church, it was believed,
taught, and confessed that in the interval between his crucifixion and resurrection, Jesus Christ descended to
the abode of the dead. Christ's descent to the underworld was nowhere earlier, more elaborately, or more
influentially expressed than within cultural milieu of Syriac Christianity, where the underworld was
designated not as Hades or Inferos, but as Sheol, and it was nowhere within this milieu more frequently,
effectively, and influentially implemented than in the writings of Ephrem the Syrian. Organically integrated
with and providing an integrating function within his theological reflection as a whole, Ephrem's conception
of Christ's descent to Sheol provides us with an important and distinctive vision of the significance of this
salvific event. Ephrem's use Semitic and non-Western poetic forms and structures as a mode of theological
discourse, coupled with his preference for imagery and symbolism rather than definition, resulted in a variety
of vivid depictions of Christ's descent to Sheol. Especially informed by Ephrem's view of the redemptive and
revelatory significance of Christ's incarnation, these 'verbal icons' imaginatively collapsed distinctions
between temporality and eternity and creatively drew together cosmological, incarnational, soteriological,
ecclesiological, sacramental, and eschatological themes in the context of Christian worship. Thomas Buchan
is an editor for Gorgias Press in Piscataway, New Jersey and adjunct professor of Church History at Drew
University in Madison, New Jersey (Fall 2004). Born in Rahway, New Jersey in 1972, he earned a B.A. in
Biblical Studies at Wheaton College (Wheaton, Illinois) and an M.A. in Church History at the Wheaton
Graduate School (Wheaton, Illinois). Dr. Buchan studied the history and theology of early Christianity at the
Caspersen School of Graduate Studies at Drew University, earning the M.Phil. in 1999 and completing the
Ph.D. "with distinction" in 2003.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Roybal:

Within other case, little folks like to read book "Blessed is He who has brought Adam from Sheol" (Gorgias
Dissertations). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how
is important the book "Blessed is He who has brought Adam from Sheol" (Gorgias Dissertations). You can
add expertise and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book
you can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching
by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
go through.

Jose Shepard:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while
is reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of "Blessed is He who has
brought Adam from Sheol" (Gorgias Dissertations) book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Michael Clark:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this "Blessed is He who has brought
Adam from Sheol" (Gorgias Dissertations) book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of
course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Anna Baron:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get
a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader
with their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write
about the data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this
"Blessed is He who has brought Adam from Sheol" (Gorgias Dissertations).
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