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“Why should a particular game, played with a round ball by twenty-year-olds in short pants often hundreds
of miles away, mean so much to me, since I seem to have so little to gain or lose by its outcome?” Fred
Hobson thus begins Off the Rim, his narrative of college basketball and society, of growing up and not
growing up. He seeks the answer to this question by delving into the particulars of his own experience.
            Growing up in a small town in the hills of North Carolina where basketball was king, he became a
rabid UNC basketball fan (like many others) at the tender age of thirteen during the Tar Heels’ “magical”
32–0 national championship season in 1956–1957. He starred as a high school basketball player and lived a
dream by “walking on” the highly successful 1961–1962 Carolina freshman team. That was also the year
Dean Smith was elevated to head coach of the Heels. Hobson observed firsthand Coach Smith’s difficult
early days before he became the winningest coach in college basketball.
            Forced to find a substitute for his beloved sport after not making the varsity his sophomore year,
Hobson turned to the romance of books, both reading and writing them. Changing his major to English, he
discovered the joys of William Faulkner and Richard Wright, Robert Penn Warren, Flannery O'Connor, and
H. L. Mencken, and made a career teaching American literature.  
            This is a book about basketball that is more than a book about basketball. It is, in the beginning, a
depiction of a part of the South that departs from the usual idea of Dixie, a look into the culture, religion, and
politics of the Carolina hills. It is a portrait of the people who made up the South, including the author’s
parents, who both were and were not conventional southerners. Finally, in some respects, it is the story of a
boyhood that never ends, relived each year during basketball season in the frantic, tortured life of a fan.
            Although Hobson’s story is largely about the Tar Heels—and about other things related to growing
up in the South of the 1950s—what he says about basketball, childhood, and adulthood also holds true for
those who find themselves in emotional bondage to Hoosiers or Bulldogs or Ducks, to Wolverines, Gophers,
Badgers, and various other species of Upper Midwestern low-lying ground fauna, to Blue Devils or Blue
Demons, to Tigers, Wildcats, Cougars, and all other breeds of cat.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Davis:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Off the Rim: Basketball and Other Religions in a
Carolina Childhood (SPORTS & AMERICAN CULTURE). You can choose the best book if you appreciate
reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book Off the Rim: Basketball and Other
Religions in a Carolina Childhood (SPORTS & AMERICAN CULTURE). You can add expertise and of
course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful
thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is
called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

David Anthony:

This Off the Rim: Basketball and Other Religions in a Carolina Childhood (SPORTS & AMERICAN
CULTURE) book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit
you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will
get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This Off the Rim:
Basketball and Other Religions in a Carolina Childhood (SPORTS & AMERICAN CULTURE) without we
realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry
Off the Rim: Basketball and Other Religions in a Carolina Childhood (SPORTS & AMERICAN
CULTURE) can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because
you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Off the Rim: Basketball and Other Religions in a
Carolina Childhood (SPORTS & AMERICAN CULTURE) having fine arrangement in word as well as
layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Judith Robinson:

The publication untitled Off the Rim: Basketball and Other Religions in a Carolina Childhood (SPORTS &
AMERICAN CULTURE) is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the
publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to explained their ideas
are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, therefore the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Off the
Rim: Basketball and Other Religions in a Carolina Childhood (SPORTS & AMERICAN CULTURE) from
the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Allen Schlemmer:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in the top



listing in your reading list is Off the Rim: Basketball and Other Religions in a Carolina Childhood (SPORTS
& AMERICAN CULTURE). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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