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Since the collapse of the Soviet Union, the legacy of the historian, ethnographer, and geographer Lev
Nikolaevich Gumilev (1912–1992) has attracted extraordinary interest in Russia and beyond. The son of two
of modern Russia's greatest poets, Nikolai Gumilev and Anna Akhmatova, Gumilev spent thirteen years in
Stalinist prison camps, and after his release in 1956 remained officially outcast and professionally shunned.
Out of the tumult of perestroika, however, his writings began to attract attention and he himself became a
well-known and popular figure.

Despite his highly controversial (and often contradictory) views about the meaning of Russian history, the
nature of ethnicity, and the dynamics of interethnic relations, Gumilev now enjoys a degree of admiration
and adulation matched by few if any other public intellectual figures in the former Soviet Union. He is freely
compared to Albert Einstein and Karl Marx, and his works today sell millions of copies and have been
adopted as official textbooks in Russian high schools. Universities and mountain peaks alike are named in
his honor, and a statue of him adorns a prominent thoroughfare in a major city. Leading politicians, President
Vladimir Putin very much included, are unstinting in their deep appreciation for his legacy, and one of the
most important foreign-policy projects of the Russian government today is clearly inspired by his particular
vision of how the Eurasian peoples formed a historical community.

In The Gumilev Mystique, Mark Bassin presents an analysis of this remarkable phenomenon. He investigates
the complex structure of Gumilev's theories, revealing how they reflected and helped shape a variety of
academic as well as political and social discourses in the USSR, and he traces how his authority has grown
yet greater across the former Soviet Union. The themes he highlights while untangling Gumilev's
complicated web of influence are critical to understanding the political, intellectual, and ethno-national
dynamics of Russian society from the age of Stalin to the present day.
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From reader reviews:

Bessie Morris:

The book The Gumilev Mystique: Biopolitics, Eurasianism, and the Construction of Community in Modern
Russia (Culture and Society after Socialism) will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort
of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very
acceptable to you. The book The Gumilev Mystique: Biopolitics, Eurasianism, and the Construction of
Community in Modern Russia (Culture and Society after Socialism) is much recommended to you you just
read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

George Gentry:

The publication untitled The Gumilev Mystique: Biopolitics, Eurasianism, and the Construction of
Community in Modern Russia (Culture and Society after Socialism) is the reserve that recommended to you
to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that writer
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when
write the book, hence the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also
might get the e-book of The Gumilev Mystique: Biopolitics, Eurasianism, and the Construction of
Community in Modern Russia (Culture and Society after Socialism) from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Dianna Chrisman:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This The Gumilev Mystique: Biopolitics,
Eurasianism, and the Construction of Community in Modern Russia (Culture and Society after Socialism) is
simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not
possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier
to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when you buy this book.

Lisa Yang:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Gumilev Mystique: Biopolitics, Eurasianism, and the Construction of
Community in Modern Russia (Culture and Society after Socialism) can make you really feel more interested
to read.
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