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This book analyzes the development of female prostitution in the Pacific port of Puntarenas, Costa Rica
during the advanced stage of the coffee exporting economy (1880-1930), at the height of the consolidation of
the liberal state. Hayes argues that prostitution in the port differed from that of the coffee producing
highlands due to differential economic, social, and political development. In the periphery of Puntarenas, the
development of prostitution reflected a less stigmatized view of sexual commerce than that of the highlands,
where prostitution, although legal, threatened the tenets of liberal nationalism based on racial homogeneity
and family values. Women of the highlands were encouraged to reproduce the nation's "more European"
stock of workers and to ensure the legal transference of property through legal church marriages - both part
of a design to stabilize the coffee exporting project. By contrast, prostitutes and other working women of
Puntarenas, many immigrants from the "less European" populations of neighboring regions and most in
concubinage, were freer to do what the law prescribed - register as prostitutes in legitimate trade. Such
regional disparities reveal weaknesses in traditional explanations of Costa Rican exceptionalism, which have
rested on the premise of cultural homogeneity and have reflected the realities of only one region of the
country. The book advances an alternative explanation for the development of the nation's more democratic
institutions, situating Costa Rican exceptionalism in the nation's free labor system, of which the labor
prostitute in Puntarenas provides an example.
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From reader reviews:

Alma Hillyer:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top checklist in your reading list is Female Prostitution in Costa Rica: Historical Perspectives, 1880-1930
(Latin American Studies: Social Sciences and Law). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can
get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get
many advantages.

Mary Chapa:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This book Female Prostitution in Costa Rica: Historical Perspectives, 1880-1930 (Latin
American Studies: Social Sciences and Law) was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add
your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book.
If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like
now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

James Holmes:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their leisure
activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful photos
on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Female Prostitution in Costa Rica: Historical Perspectives, 1880-1930 (Latin
American Studies: Social Sciences and Law) can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Anita Rodriguez:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Female Prostitution in Costa Rica: Historical
Perspectives, 1880-1930 (Latin American Studies: Social Sciences and Law) to make your current reading is
interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book and examining
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the e-book
Female Prostitution in Costa Rica: Historical Perspectives, 1880-1930 (Latin American Studies: Social



Sciences and Law) can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what
must you're doing of their time.
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