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His greatest work began as a misinterpretation. Edward Coles, former Virginian aristocrat and future
governor of Illinois, began his move westward under the impression that the Northwest Ordinance
straightforwardly banned slavery in all territories north of the Ohio River. This impression, however, was
much more absolute in law than it ever was in fact. The reality of the situation was that slaveholders moved
to territories such as Illinois and brought their lifestyle with them. So-called indentured servants, whose
condition was supposedly a result of their own choices, were often simply slaves by another name. Having
freed his slaves (some of whom nevertheless chose to remain with him) once he reached northern territory,
Coles was appalled at the reality he found upon reaching his destination. A confirmed abolitionist, Cole soon
set in motion one of the first true anti-slavery campaigns in the United States, resulting in a referendum that
would ban slavery from Illinois once and for all. This biographical volume details the life and times of
Illinois’ second governor, the “improbable” Edward Coles. The book discusses his Virginian roots and his
associations with men such as Thomas Jefferson and James Madison. It traces the motivations and
circumstances which led a man with a confirmed Southern upbringing and definitive political connections to
break the mold and uphold his unpopular moral beliefs. The main focus of the work, however, is Coles’ work
against slavery in Illinois. His political campaign, his lifestyle and his critics are all discussed. Views from
contemporaries, who saw Coles as “a man who made a great thing happen,” place Coles within the political
atmosphere of the day and belie the neglect which he received in later years. Coles own writings add a
personal note to an otherwise forgotten political story. A number of period photographs and an index are
included.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Jones:

The actual book Governor Edward Coles and the Vote to Forbid Slavery in Illinois, 1823-1824 will bring
you to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the
event you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Governor Edward Coles and
the Vote to Forbid Slavery in Illinois, 1823-1824 is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the
e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Emilio Lutz:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition info. Even you love Governor Edward Coles and the Vote to Forbid Slavery in
Illinois, 1823-1824, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Omar Hinojosa:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is just spending
your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the top record
in your reading list is usually Governor Edward Coles and the Vote to Forbid Slavery in Illinois, 1823-1824.
This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Adam Youngblood:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's soul or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to
at this time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Governor Edward Coles and the Vote to Forbid Slavery in Illinois, 1823-1824
can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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