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The French state has long had a troubled relationship with its diverse Muslim populations. In Only Muslim,
Naomi Davidson traces this turbulence to the 1920s and 1930s, when North Africans first immigrated to
French cities in significant numbers. Drawing on police reports, architectural blueprints, posters, propaganda
films, and documentation from metropolitan and colonial officials as well as anticolonial nationalists, she
reveals the ways in which French politicians and social scientists created a distinctly French vision of Islam
that would inform public policy and political attitudes toward Muslims for the rest of the century-Islam
français. French Muslims were cast into a permanent "otherness" that functioned in the same way as racial
difference. This notion that one was only and forever Muslim was attributed to all immigrants from North
Africa, though in time "Muslim" came to function as a synonym for Algerian, despite the diversity of the
North and West African population.

Davidson grounds her narrative in the history of the Mosquée de Paris, which was inaugurated in 1926 and
epitomized the concept of Islam français. Built in official gratitude to the tens of thousands of Muslim
subjects of France who fought and were killed in World War I, the site also provided the state with a means
to regulate Muslim life throughout the metropole beginning during the interwar period. Later chapters turn to
the consequences of the state's essentialized view of Muslims in the Vichy years and during the Algerian
War. Davidson concludes with current debates over plans to build a Muslim cultural institute in the middle
of a Parisian immigrant neighborhood, showing how Islam remains today a marker of an unassimilable
difference.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Price:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Only
Muslim: Embodying Islam in Twentieth-Century France. All type of book could you see on many options.
You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Thomas Smith:

The book untitled Only Muslim: Embodying Islam in Twentieth-Century France contain a lot of information
on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author
provides you in the new period of time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can
read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Lewis Labelle:

This Only Muslim: Embodying Islam in Twentieth-Century France is brand new way for you who has
attention to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon
it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Only
Muslim: Embodying Islam in Twentieth-Century France can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the
form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve form
make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a reserve
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss
this! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.

William Rocha:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This publication Only Muslim: Embodying Islam in Twentieth-Century France was filled
with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a
book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book
that you just wanted.
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