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There was always the incantation: “Whoever wishes you harm, may harm come to them!” And just in case
that didn’t work, there were garlic and cloves to repel the Evil Eye—or, better yet, the dried foreskin from a
baby boy’s circumcision, ground to a fine powder. But whatever precautions Brenda Serotte was subjected
to, they were not enough. Shortly before her eighth birthday, in the fall of 1954, she came down with
polio—painfully singled out in a world already marked by differences. Her bout with the dreaded disease is
at the heart of this poignant and heartbreakingly hilarious memoir of growing up a Sephardic Jew among
Ashkenazi neighbors in the Bronx.

This was a world of belly dancers and fortune tellers, shelter drills and vast quantities of Mediterranean food;
a world of staunchly joined and endlessly contrary aunts and uncles, all drawn here in loving, merciless
detail. The Fortune Teller’s Kiss is a heartfelt tribute to a disappearing culture and a paean to the author’s
truly quirky clan, especially her beloved champion, her father. It is also a deft and intimate cultural history of
the Bronx fifty years ago and of its middle-class inhabitants, their attitudes toward contagious illness,
womanly beauty, poverty, and belonging.
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From reader reviews:

Nannie Hand:

The book The Fortune Teller's Kiss (American Lives) can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book The Fortune Teller's
Kiss (American Lives)? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give
many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts
that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Fortune
Teller's Kiss (American Lives) has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you.
You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Diego Mears:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question mainly because just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this The Fortune Teller's Kiss
(American Lives) to read.

Lynda Wright:

This book untitled The Fortune Teller's Kiss (American Lives) to be one of several books which best seller in
this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy
this particular book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So
there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Karen Huff:

The book untitled The Fortune Teller's Kiss (American Lives) contain a lot of information on the idea. The
writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author will
take you in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because you can continue reading your
smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.
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