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Students of American history know of the law’s critical role in systematizing a racial hierarchy in the United
States. Showing that this history is best appreciated in a comparative perspective, The Long, Lingering
Shadow looks at the parallel legal histories of race relations in the United States, Brazil, and Spanish
America. Robert J. Cottrol takes the reader on a journey from the origins of New World slavery in colonial
Latin America to current debates and litigation over affirmative action in Brazil and the United States, as
well as contemporary struggles against racial discrimination and Afro-Latin invisibility in the Spanish-
speaking nations of the hemisphere.

Ranging across such topics as slavery, emancipation, scientific racism, immigration policies, racial
classifications, and legal processes, Cottrol unravels a complex odyssey. By the eve of the Civil War, the
U.S. slave system was rooted in a legal and cultural foundation of racial exclusion unmatched in the Western
Hemisphere. That system’s legacy was later echoed in Jim Crow, the practice of legally mandated
segregation. Jim Crow in turn caused leading Latin Americans to regard their nations as models of racial
equality because their laws did not mandate racial discrimination—a belief that masked very real patterns of
racism throughout the Americas. And yet, Cottrol says, if the United States has had a history of more-rigid
racial exclusion, since the Second World War it has also had a more thorough civil rights revolution, with
significant legal victories over racial discrimination. Cottrol explores this remarkable transformation and
shows how it is now inspiring civil rights activists throughout the Americas.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Jones:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The The Long, Lingering Shadow: Slavery, Race, and Law in the American Hemisphere (Studies in
the Legal History of the South) provide you with a new experience in examining a book.

Jean Parks:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication The Long, Lingering Shadow: Slavery, Race, and Law in the
American Hemisphere (Studies in the Legal History of the South) was filled with regards to science. Spend
your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel
when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a
reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Gail Tate:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of
book The Long, Lingering Shadow: Slavery, Race, and Law in the American Hemisphere (Studies in the
Legal History of the South). Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add
your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about book. It
can bring you from one destination to other place.

Thomas Schroeder:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know that
little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. Numerous books that
can you go onto be your object. One of them is The Long, Lingering Shadow: Slavery, Race, and Law in the
American Hemisphere (Studies in the Legal History of the South).
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