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In 1754, Voltaire, one of the most famous and provocative writers of the period, moved to the city of
Geneva. Little time passed before he instigated conflict with the clergy and city as he publicly maligned the
memory of John Calvin, promoted the culture of the French theater, and incited political unrest within
Genevan society. Conflict with the clergy reached a fever pitch in 1757 when Jean d’Alembert published the
article ‘Genève’ for the Encyclopédie. Much to the consternation of the clergy, his article both castigated
Calvin and depicted his clerical legacy as Socinian. Since then, little has been resolved over the theological
position of Calvin’s clerical legacy while much has been made of their declining significance in Genevan life
during the Enlightenment era.

Based upon a decade of research on the sources at Geneva’s Archives d'État and Bibliothèque de Genève,
this book provides the first comprehensive monograph devoted to Geneva’s Enlightenment clergy.
Examination of the social, political, theological, and cultural encounter of the Reformation with the
Enlightenment in the figurative meeting of Calvin and Voltaire brings to light the life, work, and thought of
Geneva’s eighteenth-century clergy. In addition to examination of the convergence with the philosophes,
prosopographical research uncovers clerical demographics at work. Furthermore, the nature of clerical
involvement in Genevan society and periods of political unrest are considered along with the discovery of a
‘Reasonable Calvinism’ at work in the public preaching and liturgy of Genevan worship.

This research moves Geneva’s narrative beyond a simplistic paradigm of ‘decline’ and secularization, offers
further evidence for a revisionist understanding of the Enlightenment’s engagement with religion, and
locates Geneva’s clergy squarely in the newly emerging category of the ‘Religious Enlightenment.’ Finally,
the significance of French policy from the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes in 1685 to the invasion of
Napoleonic armies in 1798 shows that the most significant factor in the transformation of Genevan religious
life ultimately was its French connection, which eventually uprooted a city still largely committed to the
beliefs, socio-political structure, and culture of its Protestant Reformation.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Hedrick:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded
place and notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you that Calvin Meets Voltaire: The
Clergy of Geneva in the Age of Enlightenment, 1685-1798 book as nice and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Elizabeth Webster:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Calvin Meets Voltaire:
The Clergy of Geneva in the Age of Enlightenment, 1685-1798 that give your fun preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to
know world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for
all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick Calvin Meets Voltaire: The Clergy of
Geneva in the Age of Enlightenment, 1685-1798 become your own personal starter.

Fay Harris:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Calvin Meets Voltaire: The
Clergy of Geneva in the Age of Enlightenment, 1685-1798 which is finding the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's observe.

Ann Conley:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than other. Do
you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books in
the top listing in your reading list is usually Calvin Meets Voltaire: The Clergy of Geneva in the Age of
Enlightenment, 1685-1798. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in
getting precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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