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This fascinating study examines the rise of American molecular biology to disciplinary dominance, focusing
on the period between 1930 and the elucidation of DNA structure in the mid 1950s. Research undertaken
during this period, with its focus on genetic structure and function, endowed scientists with then
unprecedented power over life. By viewing the new biology as both a scientific and cultural enterprise, Lily
E. Kay shows that the growth of molecular biology was a result of systematic efforts by key scientists and
their sponsors to direct the development of biological research toward a shared vision of science and society.
She analyzes the motivations and mechanisms empowering this vision by focusing on two key institutions:
Caltech and its sponsor, the Rockefeller Foundation. Her study explores a number of vital, sometimes
controversial topics, among them the role of private power centers in shaping scientific agenda, and the
political dimensions of pure research. It also advances a sobering argument: the cognitive and social
groundwork for genetic engineering and human genome projects was laid by the American architects of
molecular biology during these early decades of the project. This book will be of interest to molecular
biologists, historians, sociologists, and the general reader alike.
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From reader reviews:

Rafael Arent:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Close to that you
can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide The Molecular Vision of Life: Caltech, the Rockefeller
Foundation, and the Rise of the New Biology (Monographs on the History and Philosophy of Biology) will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But
some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why
they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Richard Reardon:

Often the book The Molecular Vision of Life: Caltech, the Rockefeller Foundation, and the Rise of the New
Biology (Monographs on the History and Philosophy of Biology) has a lot details on it. So when you check
out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes
some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after looking
over this book.

Mary Mohammad:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Molecular Vision of Life: Caltech, the
Rockefeller Foundation, and the Rise of the New Biology (Monographs on the History and Philosophy of
Biology), you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

Paul Queen:

Beside this kind of The Molecular Vision of Life: Caltech, the Rockefeller Foundation, and the Rise of the
New Biology (Monographs on the History and Philosophy of Biology) in your phone, it might give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to
got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have The Molecular Vision of Life: Caltech, the Rockefeller Foundation, and the
Rise of the New Biology (Monographs on the History and Philosophy of Biology) because this book offers
to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that?
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