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The cold, stygian dark of the extreme sea depths is home to some of our planet’s strangest creatures. Even
their names evoke a science fiction adventure: dragonfishes, greeneyes, viperfishes, mirrorbellies,
lanternfishes. Marine biologist Henry “Hank” Compton (1928-2005) of the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department’ s Rockport Marine Lab was present on some of the earliest Gulf of Mexico cruises on which
these fishes were collected for the first timein Texas waters.

Upon returning, Compton would retire to the darkroom he had constructed beneath a stairwell at the lab and
photograph the specimens. A talented artist, Compton then painted watercolors based on his photographs. He
allowed free rein to both his scientific judgment and his artistic vision as he constructed representations of
how the specimens might have appeared in the crushing pressure of their alien environment.

Compton dubbed the series of deep-water paintings “Fire in the Sea’ because of the shimmering

bi ol uminescence common to these deep-water species. Then, along with taxonomic descriptions, he drafted
fanciful narratives to accompany the paintings: quirky, humorous, and sometimes cryptic stories of the fishes
in their unreachable habitat.

Professor, researcher, and author David A. McK ee has taken Compton’ s work, discovered in cardboard
boxes following his death, and, along with others, provided chapters on bioluminescence, life in the deep,
taxonomic arrangement, and life history information.
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From reader reviews:
Geor ge Valentine:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also work as alife style. Thisreading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Fire in the Sea: Bioluminescence and
Henry Compton's Art of the Deep (Gulf Coast Books, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi)
iskind of guide which isgiving the reader unstable experience.

Michael Rodiguez:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out look for book,
may be the publication untitled Fire in the Sea: Bioluminescence and Henry Compton's Art of the Deep
(Gulf Coast Books, sponsored by Texas A& M University-Corpus Christi) can be great book to read. May be
it could be best activity to you.

Charlie Smith:

Isit anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Fire in the Sea: Bioluminescence and
Henry Compton's Art of the Deep (Gulf Coast Books, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi)
can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your free
time by reading in this brand new erais common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?

Griselda Gonzalez;

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will getitine-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Firein the Sea: Bioluminescence and Henry
Compton's Art of the Deep (Gulf Coast Books, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi) can
giveyou alot of close friends because by you considering this one book you have point that they don't and
make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than different
make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Fire in the Sea: Bioluminescence and



Henry Compton's Art of the Deep (Gulf Coast Books, sponsored by Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi).
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