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It is frequently assumed that the "people" must have something in common or else democracy will fail. This
assumption that democracy requires commonality - such as a shared nationality, a common culture, or
consensus on a core set of values - sets theorists and political actors alike on a futile search for what we have
in common, and it generates misplaced anxiety when it turns out that this commonality is not forthcoming.

In Sharing Democracy, Michaele Ferguson argues that this preoccupation with commonality misdirects our
attention toward what we share and away from how we share in democracy. This produces an ironically anti-
democratic tendency to emphasize the passive possession of commonality at the expense of promoting the
active exercise of political freedom. Ferguson counteracts this tendency by exposing the reasons for the
persistent allure of the common. She offers in its stead a radical vision of democracy grounded in political
freedom: the capacity of ordinary people to make and remake the world in which they live. This vision of
democracy is exemplified in protest marches: cacophonous, unpredictable, and self-authorizing collective
enactments of our world-building freedom.

Ferguson develops her radical vision of democracy by drawing on Hannah Arendt's account of how we share
a world in common with others, Ludwig Wittgenstein's later philosophy of language, and Linda Zerilli's
critique of the essentialist/anti-essentialist debates in feminist theory. She juxtaposes critical readings of
democratic theorists with readings of authors in related fields, such as Benedict Anderson, Robert Putnam,
and Charles Taylor. Her theoretical argument is illustrated and informed by interpretations of political
events, including the Arab Spring, the integration of Little Rock High School, debates over Quebec
secession, immigrant rights protests in the US in 2006, and the Occupy movement.
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From reader reviews:

Carmen Fields:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Sharing Democracy, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge
can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Jacqueline Kang:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Sharing Democracy your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single
aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word
written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never
get before. The Sharing Democracy giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but
also giving you useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your
body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want
to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Julian Loredo:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Sharing Democracy why because the wonderful
cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content
is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this
book.

Jack Caldwell:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
By the book Sharing Democracy we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get
creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim.
Don't become doubt to change your life with that book Sharing Democracy. You can more appealing than
now.
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