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A Complete Overview of One of the Most Important Military Forces in the History of the World

The Byzantine Art of War explores the military history of the thousand-year empire of the eastern
Mediterranean, Byzantium. Throughout its history the empire faced a multitude of challenges from foreign
invaders seeking to plunder its wealth and to occupy its lands, from the deadly Hunnic hordes of Attila, to
the Arab armies of Islam, to the western Crusaders bent on carving out a place in the empire or its former
lands. In order to survive the Byzantines relied on their army that was for centuries the only standing,
professional force in Europe. Leadership provided another key to survival; Byzantine society produced a
number of capable strategic thinkers and tacticians—and several brilliant ones. These officers maintained a
level of professionalism and organization inherited and adapted from Roman models. The innovations of the
Byzantine military reforms of the sixth century included the use of steppe nomad equipment and tactics, the
most important of which was the refinement of the Roman mounted archer. Strategy and tactics evolved in
the face of victory and defeat; the shock of the Arab conquests led to a sharp decline in the number and
quality of imperial forces. By the eighth and ninth centuries Byzantine commanders mastered the art of the
small war, waging guerrilla campaigns, raids, and flying column attacks that injured the enemy but avoided
the decisive confrontation the empire was no longer capable of winning. A century later they began the most
sustained, glorious military expansion of their history. This work further sketches the key campaigns, battles,
and sieges that illustrate Byzantine military doctrine, vital changes from one era to another, the composition
of forces and the major victories and defeats that defined the territory and material well-being of its citizens.
Through a summary of their strategies, tactics, and innovations in the tools of war, the book closes with an
analysis of the contributions of this remarkable empire to world military history.
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From reader reviews:

Owen Bourne:

The book The Byzantine Art of War can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book The Byzantine Art of
War? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many information
for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that
you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Byzantine Art of
War has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance
the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Rosemarie Cleveland:

The event that you get from The Byzantine Art of War is a more deep you digging the information that hide
into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
understand but The Byzantine Art of War giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because
the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase
well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having this The Byzantine Art of War instantly.

Christine Hook:

The reason? Because this The Byzantine Art of War is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting
for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside
it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking approach.
So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Steven Ward:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time
to be learn. The Byzantine Art of War can be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those
short free time problems.
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