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"We have wasted our inheritance by improvidence and mismanagement."?William K. Brooks, on the
Chesapeake Bay's declining oyster harvests, 1905

The Chesapeake Bay oyster has changed little, if at all, in the century since this popular book was published.
But the oyster harvest has fallen to its lowest level on record?from 15 million bushels at the turn of the
century to fewer than 100,000 bushels in 1993. What was once the most bountiful source of oysters in the
world has become nearly exhausted. More than a century ago, explains Kennedy T. Paynter Jr. in the
introduction to the present volume, scientist and Maryland state official William K. Brooks warned that this
day would come.

A classical morphologist by training, and one of the Johns Hopkins University's first and most distinguished
faculty members, Brooks had "tonged oysters in five different states" when the governor of Maryland
appointed him Oyster Commissioner in 1882. The Oyster, first published in 1891, is a popular scientific
account of what he knew and what he learned on the job. After describing the basic biology of the oyster,
Brooks discusses its tremendous reproductive capacity, what it eats, how it lives, why it thrives in the Bay,
and what role it plays in the Bay's ecology.

But The Oyster is more than a simple biology text. It is also a critical scientific review of oyster management
in the Chesapeake Bay, commenting on and criticizing contemporary laws and regulatory practices?many of
which are still in place today. The book is therefore as timely now as it was when first published. A new
introduction from Kennedy T. Paynter Jr. brings the story into modern focus and again charges the reader
with the responsibility of caring for the life of the Bay.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Abel:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy
person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster.
And you have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer
that question since just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular The Oyster
(Maryland Paperback Bookshelf) to read.

Isabel McNeal:

The feeling that you get from The Oyster (Maryland Paperback Bookshelf) may be the more deep you
excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Oyster (Maryland Paperback Bookshelf) giving you buzz
feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read
that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We advise you for having this particular The Oyster (Maryland Paperback Bookshelf)
instantly.

James Soltero:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the
book that recommended to your account is The Oyster (Maryland Paperback Bookshelf) this guide consist a
lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some study when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.

John Wiser:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but also novel and The Oyster (Maryland Paperback Bookshelf) as well as
others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to
read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are
helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes
The Oyster (Maryland Paperback Bookshelf) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many



types of book like here.
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