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Exploring the emergence and evolution of theories of nationhood that continue to be evoked in present-day
Japan, Susan L. Burns provides a close examination of the late-eighteenth-century intellectual movement
kokugaku, which means "the study of our country.” Departing from earlier studies of kokugaku that focused
on intellectuals whose work has been valorized by modern scholars, Burns seeks to recover the multiple
ways "Japan" as social and cultural identity began to be imagined before modernity.

Central to Burns's analysis is Motoori Norinaga’s Kojikiden, arguably the most important intellectual work
of Japan's early modern period. Burns situates the Kojikiden as one in a series of attempts to analyze and
interpret the mythohistories dating from the early eighth century, the Kojiki and Nihon shoki. Norinaga saw
these texts as keys to an original, authentic, and idyllic Japan that existed before being tainted by "flawed"
foreign influences, notably Confucianism and Buddhism. Hailed in the nineteenth century as the begetter of a
new national consciousness, Norinaga's Kojikiden was later condemned by some as a source of Japan's
twentieth-century descent into militarism, war, and defeat. Burns looks in depth at three kokugaku
writers—Ueda Akinari, Fujitani Mitsue, and Tachibana Moribe—who contested Norinaga's interpretations
and produced competing readings of the mythohistories that offered new theories of community as the basis
for Japanese social and cultural identity. Though relegated to the footnotes by a later generation of scholars,
these writers were quite influential in their day, and by recovering their arguments, Burns reveals kokugaku
as a complex debate—involving history, language, and subjectivity—with repercussions extending well into
the modern era.
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From reader reviews:

Whitney Martinez:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys that aren't like that. This Before the Nation: Kokugaku and the Imagining of Community in
Early Modern Japan (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) book is readable by you who hate those
straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with Before the
Nation: Kokugaku and the Imagining of Community in Early Modern Japan (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics,
and Society) content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Before the
Nation: Kokugaku and the Imagining of Community in Early Modern Japan (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics,
and Society) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Jason Manuel:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Before the
Nation: Kokugaku and the Imagining of Community in Early Modern Japan (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics,
and Society) suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled
Before the Nation: Kokugaku and the Imagining of Community in Early Modern Japan (Asia-Pacific:
Culture, Politics, and Society)is the main one of several books in which everyone read now. This particular
book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the
new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all
of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Nancy Maxfield:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all
day every day to reading a book. The book Before the Nation: Kokugaku and the Imagining of Community
in Early Modern Japan (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) it is extremely good to read. There are a
lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book
out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Reuben Beaubien:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when



they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Before the Nation: Kokugaku and the
Imagining of Community in Early Modern Japan (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) to make your
own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and
reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside
that the guide Before the Nation: Kokugaku and the Imagining of Community in Early Modern Japan (Asia-
Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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