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Of all the things we do and say, most will never be repeated or reproduced. Once in a while, however, an
idea or a practice generates a chain of transmission that covers more distance through space and time than
any individual person ever could. What makes such transmission chains possible? For two centuries, the
dominant view (from psychology to anthropology) was that humans owe their cultural prosperity to their
powers of imitation. In this view, modern cultures exist because the people who carry them are gifted at
remembering, storing and reproducing information. How Traditions Live and Die proposes an alternative to
this standard view. What makes traditions live is not a general-purpose imitation capacity. Cultural
transmission is partial, selective, often unfaithful. Some traditions live on in spite of this, because they tap
into widespread and basic cognitive preferences. These attractive traditions spread, not by being better
retained or more accurately transferred, but because they are transmitted over and over. This theory is used to
shed light on various puzzles of cultural change (from the distribution of bird songs to the staying power of
childrens rhymes) and to explain the special relation that links the human species to its cultures. Morin
combines recent work in cognitive anthropology with new advances in quantitative cultural history, to map
and predict the diffusion of traditions. This book is both an introduction and an accessible alternative to
contemporary theories of cultural evolution.
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From reader reviews:

Suzanne Brooke:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a guide. The book How Traditions Live and Die (Foundations of Human Interaction) it
is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You
can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers
high quality.

Raymond Lee:

How Traditions Live and Die (Foundations of Human Interaction) can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing How
Traditions Live and Die (Foundations of Human Interaction) although doesn't forget the main level, giving
the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it.
This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Daniel Trimble:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go
to at this time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important,
boring as well as can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to
suit your needs. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this How Traditions Live and Die (Foundations of Human
Interaction) can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Clara Radtke:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book How Traditions Live and Die
(Foundations of Human Interaction) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of
reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you
enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to



like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve How Traditions Live and Die
(Foundations of Human Interaction) can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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