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James Robinson Graves (1820-1893) is known for firmly believing that Baptists of his day needed clearly
distinct markers in order to preserve a meaningful denominational identity. The founder of Landmarkism, his
theology emphasized church succession (an unbroken trail of authentic congregations dating back to the New
Testament), the local church (rather than the idea of a universal Body of Christ), and strict baptism
guidelines.

In this first biography of Graves in more than eighty years, author James A. Patterson portrays the man as
bold and brash. A native of Vermont who moved south to Nashville in 1845, the self-educated preacher and
budding journalist would become a combative defender of the Baptist cause, engaging in public controversy
with Methodists, Restorationists, and even fellow Baptists.

Ultimately, Graves sought to influence the direction of the Southern Baptist Convention in its formative
period and was the primary shaper of the “Tennessee Tradition,” now considered a key strand of Southern
Baptist life and identity. By focusing on Graves’s understanding of essential Baptist boundary markers, this
book assesses the strengths and weaknesses of the Landmark legacy. It concludes with an epilogue that
discusses the enduring influence of his ideas in the decades after his death.
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From reader reviews:

Gail Rodriguez:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are
reading whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will require this James Robinson Graves: Staking the Boundaries of Baptist
Identity (Studies in Baptist Life and Thought).

Luz Davis:

The book James Robinson Graves: Staking the Boundaries of Baptist Identity (Studies in Baptist Life and
Thought) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
Why then must we leave the best thing like a book James Robinson Graves: Staking the Boundaries of
Baptist Identity (Studies in Baptist Life and Thought)? A few of you have a different opinion about book.
But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together
with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can
share all of these. Book James Robinson Graves: Staking the Boundaries of Baptist Identity (Studies in
Baptist Life and Thought) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You
can appear the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Bruce Jones:

The particular book James Robinson Graves: Staking the Boundaries of Baptist Identity (Studies in Baptist
Life and Thought) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to
describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to
you. The book James Robinson Graves: Staking the Boundaries of Baptist Identity (Studies in Baptist Life
and Thought) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web
site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Maxine Ford:

The publication untitled James Robinson Graves: Staking the Boundaries of Baptist Identity (Studies in
Baptist Life and Thought) is the reserve that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the
book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the information that they
share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of James Robinson Graves:
Staking the Boundaries of Baptist Identity (Studies in Baptist Life and Thought) from the publisher to make
you a lot more enjoy free time.
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