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Initially tasked with combatting the threat of Irish republican terrorists in the reign of Queen Victoria, the
Metropolitan Police Special Branch went on to play a major role in the defence of the realm for over 120
years. Over time, 'the Branch', as it came to be known, assumed a much wider role, and was held responsible
for monitoring the activities of anarchists, Bolsheviks and even the suffragettes. Later, it became the
executive arm of MI5 in dealing with espionage cases, as (much to their frustration) the Security Service had
no power to arrest potential spies. As the war against terrorism became more intense in the latter half of the
twentieth century, Special Branch worked closely with the Anti- Terrorist Branch in tackling this new threat.
Packed with accounts of extraordinary missions, life-saving acts of bravery and high-risk intelligence-
gathering, Special Branch offers the first complete history of this unique, but now defunct, service, which
was subsumed into the Counter-Terrorism Command of the Metropolitan Police in 2006. Special Branch
veterans Ray Wilson and Ian Adams have brought this long and distinguished history to life with the help of
recollections from former colleagues, as well as their own experiences of life in the Branch. In doing so, they
have also illuminated the underlying friction marring its relations with the Security Service - without doubt a
factor in its eventual demise.
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From reader reviews:

John Beaulieu:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Special Branch: A History: 1883-
2006 will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every
little thing. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make
you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Wilda Alexander:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Special Branch: A History: 1883-2006. All
type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Bruce Jackson:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you
is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Special Branch: A History: 1883-2006 is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Kelly Gomes:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Special
Branch: A History: 1883-2006 suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer in this era. The
particular book untitled Special Branch: A History: 1883-2006is one of several books which everyone read
now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will
enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their idea in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you a large amount
of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world within this book.
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