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Argentina's magnificent estancias--country estates and working ranches--are guardians of the nation's
cultural heritage, from its Spanish-colonial beginnings to the romantic legacy of the gaucho, to the
contributions of early-twentieth-century naturalists and entrepreneurs who explored the rugged south. With
their historical main residences, picturesque grounds, and beautiful collections of artwork and heirlooms,
these estates preserve the genteel traditions cultivated by generations of landowning families. Adventurous
settlers and Jesuits established the first estancias in the seventeenth century on vast, remote tracts of land
ceded by the Spanish crown. Overcoming a harsh climate, solitude, and sporadic clashes with Indians, these
missionaries and European immigrants began to raise cattle, sheep, and grain. By the turn of the century,
many of their descendants headed important cattle-ranching and agricultural empires and were counted
among an international elite of tastemakers, politicians, philanthropists, and art patrons.

In this volume are twenty-two rarely glimpsed estancias, portrayed in rich color photographs with
accompanying text that narrates the unique history of each estate and family. The distinctive main houses
reflect a wide variety of architectural styles that include criollo (creole) mansions, English castles, Palladian
villas, French châteaux, and Spanish palaces. The estates are surrounded by breathtaking terrain ranging
form the snow-capped Andes bordering Chile to the golden plains of the pampa in the province of Buenos
Aires, and south to the crystal waters of subantarctic Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego.

Nearly all these estancias are owned today by descendants of the founding families, and most are published
here for the first time. Complementing the photographs are eighteenth and nineteenth-century drawings,
portraits, and paintings of life on the estancias, as well as photographs of celebrated guests over the years,
including Edward, Prince of Wales (later Duke of Windsor) and Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis. The
introduction discusses the early history of the estancias and their pivotal role in Argentine culture, and
includes colorful excerpts from the journals of explorers and writers.
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Barney:

The book Argentina: The Great Estancias can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book Argentina: The Great Estancias? A number of you
have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that,
you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Argentina: The Great Estancias
has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the
enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Rick Maldonado:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get
a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can
easily share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader
with their story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they
write about the data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One
of them is this Argentina: The Great Estancias.

Edgar Workman:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Argentina:
The Great Estancias.

Ollie Waymire:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update
of news. In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the Argentina: The Great Estancias when you necessary it?
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