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Heroin was only one drug among many that worried Progressive Era anti-vice reformers, but by the mid-
twentieth century, heroin addiction came to symbolize irredeemable deviance. Creating the American Junkie
examines how psychiatristsand psychologists produced a construction of opiate addicts as deviants with
inherently flawed personalities caught in the grip of a dependency from which few would ever escape. Their
portrayal of the tough urban addict helped bolster the federal government's policy of drug prohibition and
created a social context that made the life of the American heroin addict, or junkie, more, not less, precarious
in the wake of Progressive Era reforms.

Weaving together the accounts of addicts and researchers, Acker examines how the construction of addiction
in the early twentieth century was strongly influenced by the professional concerns of psychiatrists seeking
to increase their medical authority; by the disciplinary ambitions of pharmacologists to build a drug
development infrastructure; and by the American Medical Association's campaign to reduce prescriptions of
opiates and to absolve physicians in private practice from the necessity of treating difficult addicts as
patients. In contrast, early sociological studies of heroin addicts formed a basis for criticizing the
criminalization of addiction. By 1940, Acker concludes, a particular configuration of ideas about opiate
addiction was firmly in place and remained essentially stable until the enormous demographic changes in
drug use of the 1960s and 1970s prompted changes in the understanding of addiction?and in public policy.
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From reader reviews:

Benny Joiner:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Creating the American Junkie:
Addiction Research in the Classic Era of Narcotic Control is our recommendation to cause you to keep up
with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Bethany Christiansen:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically
the book that recommended to you is Creating the American Junkie: Addiction Research in the Classic Era
of Narcotic Control this publication consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This
particular book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make
usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this
book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

Nicholas Gober:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Creating the American Junkie: Addiction Research
in the Classic Era of Narcotic Control can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this
one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can
be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let
us have Creating the American Junkie: Addiction Research in the Classic Era of Narcotic Control.

Joseph Myrick:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to
as of book Creating the American Junkie: Addiction Research in the Classic Era of Narcotic Control. You
can contribute your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and
make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you
from one location to other place.
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