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Divination and Human Nature casts a new perspective on the rich tradition of ancient divination--the reading
of divine signsin oracles, omens, and dreams. Popular attitudes during classical antiquity saw these readings
as signs from the gods while modern scholars have treated such beliefs as primitive superstitions. In this
book, Peter Struck revealsinstead that such phenomena provoked an entirely different accounting from the
ancient philosophers. These philosophers produced subtle studies into what was an odd but observable fact--
that humans could sometimes have uncanny insights--and their work signifies an early chapter in the
cognitive history of intuition.

Examining the writings of Plato, Aristotle, the Stoics, and the Neoplatonists, Struck demonstrates that they
all observed how, setting aside the charlatans and swindlers, some people had premonitions defying the
typical bounds of rationality. Given the wide differences among these ancient thinkers, Struck notes that they
converged on seeing this surplusinsight as an artifact of human nature, projections produced under specific
conditions by our physiology. For the philosophers, such unexplained insights invited a speculative search
for an alternative and more naturalistic system of cognition.

Recovering alost piece of an ancient tradition, Divination and Human Nature illustrates how philosophers of
the classical erainterpreted the phenomena of divination as a practice closer to intuition and instinct than

magic.
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From reader reviews:
Helen Kingsbury:

This Divination and Human Nature: A Cognitive History of Intuition in Classical Antiquity book isjust not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
actually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a
lot of information you will get. That Divination and Human Nature: A Cognitive History of Intuitionin
Classical Antiquity without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't dways be worry Divination and Human Nature: A Cognitive History of Intuitionin
Classical Antiquity can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves cometo
be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Divination and Human
Nature: A Cognitive History of Intuition in Classical Antiquity having fine arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Samuel Potter:

This Divination and Human Nature: A Cognitive History of Intuition in Classical Antiquity are reliable for
you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Divination and Human
Nature: A Cognitive History of Intuition in Classical Antiquity can be on thelist of great books you must
have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that
maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Divination and Human Nature: A
Cognitive History of Intuition in Classical Antiquity giving you an enormous of experience such asrich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So, let's
haveit and revel in reading.

Shane Hamilton:

A lot of people aways spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that islook different you
can read some sort of book. It isreally funin your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent 24 hours aday to reading a publication. The book Divination and Human Nature: A Cognitive History
of Intuitionin Classical Antiquity it isextremely good to read. There are alot of folks that recommended this
book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this
book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mOore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The
priceis not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Jennifer Fountain:

Exactly why? Because this Divination and Human Nature: A Cognitive History of Intuition in Classical



Antiquity is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap
you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in
such awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you alot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your skill and
your critical thinking technique. So, still want to hesitate having that book? If | were being you | will go to
the e-book store hurriedly.
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