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Earth has been witness to mammoths and dinosaurs, global ice ages, continents colliding or splitting apart,
and comets and asteroids crashing catastrophically to the surface, as well as the birth of humans who are
curious to understand it. But how was all this discovered? How was the evidence for it collected and
interpreted? And what kinds of people have sought to reconstruct this past that no human witnessed or
recorded? In this sweeping and accessible book, Martin J. S. Rudwick, the premier historian of the Earth
sciences, tells the gripping human story of the gradual realization that the Earth’s history has not only been
unimaginably long but also astonishingly eventful.

Rudwick begins in the seventeenth century with Archbishop James Ussher, who famously dated the creation
of the cosmos to 4004 BC. His narrative later turns to the crucial period of the late eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries, when inquisitive intellectuals, who came to call themselves “geologists,” began to
interpret rocks and fossils, mountains and volcanoes, as natural archives of Earth’s history. He then shows
how this geological evidence was used—and is still being used—to reconstruct a history of the Earth that is
as varied and unpredictable as human history itself. Along the way, Rudwick rejects the popular view of this
story as a conflict between science and religion and shows how the modern scientific account of the Earth’s
deep history retains strong roots in Judaeo-Christian ideas. 

Extensively illustrated, Earth’s Deep History is an engaging and impressive capstone to Rudwick’s
distinguished career.  Though the story of the Earth is inconceivable in length, Rudwick moves with grace
from the earliest imaginings of our planet’s deep past to today’s scientific discoveries, proving that this is a
tale at once timeless and timely.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Tokarz:

The book Earth's Deep History: How It Was Discovered and Why It Matters can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a
book Earth's Deep History: How It Was Discovered and Why It Matters? Some of you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for
each other; you could share all of these. Book Earth's Deep History: How It Was Discovered and Why It
Matters has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Daniel Hartung:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Earth's Deep History: How It Was
Discovered and Why It Matters that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better
then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for
the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who
want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick Earth's Deep History: How It Was Discovered and
Why It Matters become your starter.

Stephen Wilson:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Earth's Deep History: How It Was Discovered and Why It
Matters why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Otis Key:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind proficiency
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be learn.
Earth's Deep History: How It Was Discovered and Why It Matters can be your answer as it can be read by an
individual who have those short time problems.
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