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"Hot Miss Lil" Hardin was the star pianist of King Oliver's Creole Jazz Band when, in 1922, a trumpet player
named Louis Armstrong joined the band in Chicago. The educated and polished Hardin was decidedly
unimpressed with Armstrong's lack of sophistication, yet she recognized awealth of untapped potential in
the shy young trumpeter. Over the course of the next few years, Hardin taught L ouis how to read music,
urged him to take the spotlight, and eventually became his second wife. Encouraging his own natural talent,
Lil Hardin Armstrong helped turn Louis Armstrong from a gifted second coronet into a jazz legend.

In Just for a Thrill, biographer James Dickerson tells Lil's remarkable story, from her childhood in Memphis
with amother who beat her for playing 'the devil's music,’ to her death onstage during a memorial jazz
concert for Louisin 1971. Her marriage to Louis and the musical innovations that came from their years as
jazz'sfirst power couple forms the centerpiece of Lil's story. Their divorce, according to Dickerson, was a
blow from which Lil never recovered.

Dickerson guides readers through the underworld of jazz's past, when Memphis's red light district and mob
clubsin Chicago were among the only places jazz musicians could perform, and when, despite Lil's
warnings, Louistook on gangsters as business partners. His account of Lil's years with Louis recalls the
landmark recordings they made together, the career lows that followed the highs, and Lil's commitment to
free Louis from the poverty and racism that he never thought he could escape.

A prolific songwriter, an energetic recording artist, and an exemplary entertainer, Lil Hardin Armstrong has

been overlooked for decades. Dickerson's book sets the record straight, revisiting the triumphs and
heartbreaks of her life and calling overdue attention to her remarkable contributions to American music.
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From reader reviews:
Shirley Frazier:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get alife style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one using
theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typicaly the Just for a Thrill: Lil Hardin Armstrong,
First Lady of Jazz iskind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Claudia Kéelley:

Just for a Thrill: Lil Hardin Armstrong, First Lady of Jazz can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author
giving hislher effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Just for a Thrill: Lil Hardin
Armstrong, First Lady of Jazz however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest aswell as
based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly
drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Elizabeth Bello:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Just for a Thrill: Lil Hardin
Armstrong, First Lady of Jazz which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
observe.

Gale Coachman:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Just for a Thrill: Lil Hardin Armstrong, First Lady of
Jazz was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. Aswe know that book Just for a Thrill: Lil
Hardin Armstrong, First Lady of Jazz has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and fegl that you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to
choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.
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