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Although credited with the rise of domesticity, eighteenth-century British culture singularly lacked narratives
of good mothers, ostensibly the most domestic of females. With startling frequency, the best mother was
absent, disembodied, voiceless, or dead. British culture told tales almost exclusively of wicked, surrogate, or
spectral mothers—revealing the defects of domestic ideology, the cultural fascination with standards and
deviance, and the desire to police maternal behaviors.

Monstrous Motherhood analyzes eighteenth-century motherhood in light of the inconsistencies among
domestic ideology, narrative, and historical practice. If domesticity was so important, why is the good
mother’s story absent or peripheral? What do the available maternal narratives suggest about domestic
ideology and the expectations and enactment of motherhood? By focusing on literary and historical mothers
in novels, plays, poems, diaries, conduct manuals, contemporary court cases, realist fiction, fairy tales, satire,
and romance, Marilyn Francus reclaims silenced maternal voices and perspectives. She exposes the
mechanisms of maternal marginalization and spectralization in eighteenth-century culture and revises the
domesticity thesis.

Monstrous Motherhood will compel scholars in eighteenth-century studies, women’s studies, family history,
and cultural studies to reevaluate a foundational assumption that has driven much of the discourse in their
fields.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Lavery:

This Monstrous Motherhood usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person,
why. The reason of this Monstrous Motherhood can be one of several great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will
shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever
your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Monstrous Motherhood forcing you to have an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful
in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Deborah Allen:

The book untitled Monstrous Motherhood contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea
with easy method. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can
easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of
literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget,
so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their
official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

Joseph Benoit:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Monstrous Motherhood can make you truly feel more
interested to read.

Doris Avey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book.
Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Monstrous Motherhood.
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