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If Adam is the archetype of man, and Eve of woman, then the serpent who sold the apple to Eve in the
Garden of Eden was the first salesman: all culture and commerce flow from that act.

In this groundbreaking book on the nature and meaning of the sale, Earl Shorris takes us on a journey that
starts in Eden and comes at last to a consideration of where we are and what we have become in late
twentieth-century America, where selling has finally become the dominant human activity. Shorris focuses
on the perfection of this particular art here in America, where the vast frontier with its isolated settlements
cast the salesman in a heroic role: he was literally the bearer of culture, the source of a panoply of needed
and wanted items, everything from parasols to plowshares. He was Prometheus. All of this changed
dramatically in the years following World War II, when it dawned on manufacturers and sellers that the
American economy was producing more goods than people wanted or needed. Demand would have to be
created in order to sustain the expansion of markets, and then, as the economy became oversold, the role of
the salesman changed: his task was now to kill the competition. The argument of this brilliant work draws on
classical philosophy, contemporary politics, psychology, and economics; it is grounded in the author's long
experience as an advertising executive and consultant to major corporations. His firsthand observations and
interviews with salesmen of every description form the anecdotal bedrock of the narrative, which is further
enlivened by a series of fictions in which salesmen practice aspects of their trade. Out of these stories and
insights emerges a chilling new paradigm of humanlife in our times: that of homo vendens. Shorris shows us
how America became a nation of salesmen, and what this means to our economy, our politics, our culture,
and our character - especially our freedom to live as dignified persons.
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From reader reviews:

Lori Thomas:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book A Nation of Salesmen: The Tyranny
of the Market and the Subversion of Culture will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence
if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited
book with you?

Martha Skaggs:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is high. For you who
want to start reading any book, we give you this specific A Nation of Salesmen: The Tyranny of the Market
and the Subversion of Culture book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Joyce Bullock:

This A Nation of Salesmen: The Tyranny of the Market and the Subversion of Culture is great e-book for
you because the content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to
make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can state no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it
only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having A Nation of Salesmen: The Tyranny of the Market and the Subversion of Culture in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that
offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading
book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?

Larry Moore:

You can get this A Nation of Salesmen: The Tyranny of the Market and the Subversion of Culture by look at
the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for
ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking from your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try



to choose right ways for you.
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