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Thomas G. Long, one of America's most trusted and thoughtful pulpit voices, provides a much needed
theological and cultural critique of today's Christian funeral. Long begins by describing how the Christian
funeral developed historically, theologically, and liturgically and then discusses recent cultural trends in
funeral practices, including the rise in number of cremations and memorial services. He describes the basic
pattern for a funeral service, details options in funeral planning, identifies characteristics of a "good funeral,"
and provides thoughtful guidance for preaching at a funeral.

But Long also notes a disturbing trend toward funeral services that seem theologically right and pastorally
caring but actually depart from the primary aims of the Christian funeral. Long argues that the proper
Christian funeral should be constructed around the metaphor of the deceased as a saint traveling on a
baptismal journey toward God, accompanied by the community of faith on "the last mile of the way." He
cautions that the cultural conditions for maintaining this view are under stress and a new, less theological and
less satisfying metaphor that focuses on the mourner has begun to erode the Christian view. He contrasts the
ancient grand community drama with today's trend toward body-less memorial services that focus primarily
on the living and grief management, arguing that this is a loss for the church and calling for the church to
reclaim the classic metaphor.
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From reader reviews:

Theodore Rios:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Accompany Them
with Singing--The Christian Funeral suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in
this era. Typically the book untitled Accompany Them with Singing--The Christian Funeralis the main of
several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read
this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their
concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book will
give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this
particular book.

Tyrone Smith:

The e-book with title Accompany Them with Singing--The Christian Funeral has a lot of information that
you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new information
the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Robert Perkins:

This Accompany Them with Singing--The Christian Funeral is great book for you because the content that is
full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That
book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you
are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Accompany Them with
Singing--The Christian Funeral in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous
just one. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this
reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Nolan Russell:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book
that recommended to your account is Accompany Them with Singing--The Christian Funeral this book
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The
writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.
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