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Awarded the 2007 National Research Prize SAES/AEFA.
This study is a reappraisal of John Bunyan in the light of the dissenting religious culture of the late-
seventeenth century. Charges of schism and fanaticism were repeatedly levelled against Bunyan, both from
within the dissenting community and without, but far from being chastened by these accusations, Bunyan
responded with a religious discourse marked by a rhetoric of excess. The focus of this book is therefore upon
Bunyan’s overwhelming spiritual experiences, especially the representation of torment, in his literary and
polemical works. The believers’ suffering was an obsessive concern of dissenting ministers, even to the point
where their writings are often remembered today for little else. Hitherto, most scholars have termed all the
mental states that they invoke ‘despair’, but this simplifies the experiences at issue. A wealth of
contemporary material helps to restore the nuances of seventeenth-century physical and spiritual conditions,
from enthusiasm to melancholy and madness; from fear to desertion and sloth. These chapters explore fresh
ways in which this subtle typology of torment and its extreme manifestations form the core of the literary
expression of Restoration dissent, challenging Bunyan to represent spiritual equilibrium as the ultimate quest
of the earthly pilgrimage.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Clay:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person
who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found
difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Grace Overwhelming: John Bunyan,
The Pilgrim's Progress and the Extremes of the Baptist Mind (Religions and Discourse).

Cheri Whaley:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Grace Overwhelming: John Bunyan, The
Pilgrim's Progress and the Extremes of the Baptist Mind (Religions and Discourse) will make you to be
smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which
open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have
you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Henry Hedrick:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great and important the book Grace Overwhelming: John Bunyan, The
Pilgrim's Progress and the Extremes of the Baptist Mind (Religions and Discourse). All type of book would
you see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Lee Witherspoon:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
read a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, as well as soon. The Grace Overwhelming: John Bunyan, The Pilgrim's Progress and the Extremes
of the Baptist Mind (Religions and Discourse) provide you with new experience in examining a book.
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