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In 1951 Gaines Post was a gangly, bespectacled, introspective teenager preparing to spend a year in Paris
with his professorial father and older brother; his mother, who suffered from extreme depression, had been
absent from the family for some time. Ten years later, now less gangly but no less introspective, he was
finishing a two-year stint in the army in West Germany and heading toward Oxford on a Rhodes scholarship,
having narrowly escaped combat in the Berlin crisis of 1961. His quietly intense coming-of-age story is both
self-revealing and reflective of an entire generation of young men who came to adulthood before the Cuban
Missile Crisis and the Vietnam War.

Post's experiences in high school in Madison, Wisconsin, and Paris, his Camus-influenced undergraduate
years at Cornell University, and his army service in Germany are set very effectively against the events of
the Cold War. McCarthyism and American crackdowns on dissidents, American foreign and military policy
in Western Europe in the nuclear age, French and German life and culture, crises in Paris and Berlin that
nearly bring the West to war and the Post family to dissolution—these are the larger scenes and subjects of
his self-disclosure as a contemplative, conflicted "Cold War agnostic."

His intelligent, talented mother and her fragile health hover over Post's narrative, informing his hesitant
relationships with women and his acutely questioning sense of self-worth. His story is strongly academic and
historical as well as political and military; his perceptions and judgments lean toward no ideological extreme
but remain true to the heroic ideals of his boyhood during the Second World War.
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From reader reviews:

Tony Edwin:

The book Memoirs Of A Cold War Son (Singular Lives) will bring you to the new experience of reading any
book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book
very acceptable to you. The book Memoirs Of A Cold War Son (Singular Lives) is much recommended to
you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the
book.

Jonathan McLean:

Why? Because this Memoirs Of A Cold War Son (Singular Lives) is an unordinary book that the inside of
the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot
of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Michael Hale:

Memoirs Of A Cold War Son (Singular Lives) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing Memoirs Of A Cold War Son (Singular
Lives) although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of
crucial contemplating.

Alice Hille:

You could spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Memoirs Of A Cold War Son (Singular
Lives) is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not
get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to
read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.
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