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An exciting archive came to auction in 2009: the papers and personal effects of Anna Catherine Bahlmann
(1849–1916), a governess and companion to several prominent American families. Among the collection
were one hundred thirty-five letters from her most famous pupil, Edith Newbold Jones, later the great
American novelist Edith Wharton. Remarkably, until now, just three letters from Wharton’s childhood and
early adulthood were thought to survive. Bahlmann, who would become Wharton’s literary secretary and
confidante, emerges in the letters as a seminal influence, closely guiding her precocious young student’s
readings, translations, and personal writing. Taken together, these letters, written over the course of forty-two
years, provide a deeply affecting portrait of mutual loyalty and influence between two women from different
social classes.

This correspondence reveals Wharton’s maturing sensibility and vocation, and includes details of her life that
will challenge long-held assumptions about her formative years. Wharton scholar Irene Goldman-Price
provides a rich introduction to My Dear Governess that restores Bahlmann to her central place in Wharton’s
life.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Wallace:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this My Dear Governess: The Letters of Edith Wharton to Anna Bahlmann, it is possible to tells your family,
friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
guide.

Jean Spence:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with
their family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning
to beach, or picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to
fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should
read. If you want to try out look for book, may be the book untitled My Dear Governess: The Letters of Edith
Wharton to Anna Bahlmann can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Todd Jacob:

The book My Dear Governess: The Letters of Edith Wharton to Anna Bahlmann has a lot details on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after reading this book.

Diana Johnson:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
are related is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the
books in the top listing in your reading list is My Dear Governess: The Letters of Edith Wharton to Anna
Bahlmann. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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