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The 1850s offered the last remotely feasible chance for the United States to steer clear of Civil War. Yet
fundamental differences between North and South about slavery and the meaning of freedom caused political
conflicts to erupt again and again throughout the decade as the country lurched toward secession and war.

With their grudging acceptance of the Compromise of 1850 and the election of Franklin Pierce as president
in 1852, most Americans hoped that sectional strife and political upheaval had come to an end. Extremists in
both North and South, abolitionists and secessionists, testified to the prevailing air of complacency by their
shared frustration over having failed to bring on some sort of conflict. Both sets of zealots wondered what it
would take to convince the masses that the other side still menaced their respective visions of liberty. And, as
new divisive issues emerged in national politics-with slavery still standing as the major obstacle-compromise
seemed more elusive than ever.

As the decade progressed, battle lines hardened. The North grew more hostile to slavery while the South
seized every opportunity to spread it. "Immigrant Aid Societies" flourished in the North, raising money, men,
and military supplies to secure a free soil majority in Kansas. Southerners flocked to the territory in an effort
to fight off antislavery. After his stirring vilification of the institution of slavery, Massachusetts senator
Charles Sumner was brutally attacked on the floor of the United States Senate. Congress, whose function
was to peacefully resolve disputes, became an armed camp, with men in both houses and from both sections
arming themselves within the capitol building. In October 1858, Senator William Henry Seward said that the
nation was headed for an "irrepressible conflict." In spite of the progress ushered in by the decade's
enormous economic growth, the country was self destructing.

The Shattering of the Union: America in the 1850s is a concise, readable analysis and survey of t
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From reader reviews:

William Leighty:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled The Shattering of the Union: America in the 1850s (The American
Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era). Try to make book The Shattering of the Union: America in the
1850s (The American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era) as your good friend. It means that it can to
be your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for yourself. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little thing
by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Corrina Sutton:

The book The Shattering of the Union: America in the 1850s (The American Crisis Series: Books on the
Civil War Era) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable
much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with
your subject. If you can make examining a book The Shattering of the Union: America in the 1850s (The
American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era) to get your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are
able to know everything if you like start and read a publication The Shattering of the Union: America in the
1850s (The American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era). Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Diana Johnson:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this book. This The Shattering of the Union: America in the
1850s (The American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era) is simple to bring you can read it in the
park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed
book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your
smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Lauren Miner:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book The Shattering of the Union:
America in the 1850s (The American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era) to make your personal
reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is developing when you just like reading.
Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and reading
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the publication The
Shattering of the Union: America in the 1850s (The American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era) can



to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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