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In the dot-com boom of the late 1990s, employees of Internet startups took risks--left well-paying jobs for
the chance of striking it rich through stock options (only to end up unemployed a year later), relocated to
areas that were epicenters of a booming industry (that shortly went bust), chose the opportunity to be creative
over the stability of a set schedule. In Venture Labor, Gina Neff investigates choices like these made by
high-tech workers in New York City's "Silicon Alley" in the 1990s. Why did these workers exhibit
entrepreneurial behavior in their jobs--investing time, energy, and other personal resources that Neff terms
"venture labor"--when they themselves were employees and not entrepreneurs? Neff argues that this
behavior was part of a broader shift in society in which economic risk shifted away from collective
responsibility toward individual responsibility. In the new economy, risk and reward took the place of job
loyalty, and the dot-com boom helped glorify risks. Company flexibility was gained at the expense of
employee security. Through extensive interviews, Neff finds not the triumph of the entrepreneurial spirit but
a mixture of motivations and strategies, informed variously by bravado, naïveté, and cold calculation. She
connects these individual choices with larger social and economic structures, making it clear that
understanding venture labor is of paramount importance for encouraging innovation and, even more
important, for creating sustainable work environments that support workers.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Whisler:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Venture Labor: Work and the Burden of Risk in Innovative
Industries (Acting with Technology).

Maureen Guzman:

The publication with title Venture Labor: Work and the Burden of Risk in Innovative Industries (Acting with
Technology) includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book.
This particular book exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of
the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of
book will bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone,
so you can read the item anywhere you want.

James Esparza:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Venture Labor: Work and the Burden of Risk in
Innovative Industries (Acting with Technology) as well as others sources were given understanding for you.
After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for
teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional
case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Venture Labor: Work and the Burden of Risk in Innovative
Industries (Acting with Technology) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like
here.

Betty Peoples:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Venture Labor: Work and the Burden of Risk in
Innovative Industries (Acting with Technology) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy
to read it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like
to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the guide Venture Labor: Work and the Burden of Risk in
Innovative Industries (Acting with Technology) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone



and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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