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In May 1987 the US frigate Stark, calmly sailing the waters of the Persian Gulf, was suddenly blown apart
by an Exocet missile fired from an Iraqi jet fighter. A fifth of the ship’s crew was killed and many others
horribly burned or wounded. This event jumpstarted one of the most mysterious conflicts in American
history: “The Tanker War,” waged against Iran for control of the Persian Gulf.

This quasi-war took place at the climax of the mammoth Iran-Iraq War during the Reagan administration.
Losing on the battlefield, Ayatollah Khomeini’s Iran had decided to close the Persian Gulf against shipping
from Iraq’s oil-rich backers, the emirate of Kuwait. The Kuwaitis appealed for help and America sent a fleet
to the Gulf, raising the Stars and Stripes over Kuwait’s commercial tankers.

The result was a free-for-all, as the Iranians laid mines throughout the narrow passage and launched attack
boats against both tankers and US warships. The sixth largest ship in the world, the tanker Bridgeton, hit an
Iranian mine and flooded. The US Navy fought its largest surface battle since World War II against the
Ayatollah’s assault boats. Meanwhile, US Navy Seals arrived in the Gulf, setting up shop aboard two mobile
platforms. As Saddam Hussein, who had instigated the conflict, looked on, Iranian gunners fired shore-based
Silkworm missiles against US forces, actions which, if made known at the time, would have required the US
Congress to declare war against Iran.

In July 1988, nervous sailors aboard the cruiser USS Vincennes shot an Iranian airliner out of the sky, killing
300 civilians. This event came one month before the end of the war, and may have been the final straw that
influenced the Ayatollah to finally drink from his “poisoned chalice.”

Author Lee Allen Zatarain, employing recently released Pentagon documents, firsthand interviews, and a
determination to get to the truth, has revealed a conflict that few recognized at the time, but which may have
presaged further battles to come.
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From reader reviews:

Rene Defeo:

The book untitled America's First Clash with Iran: The Tanker War, 1987-88 contain a lot of information on
the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author.
The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read this book because you
can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want
to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

Sandra McLean:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
for you is America's First Clash with Iran: The Tanker War, 1987-88 this book consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.

Cheryl Fisher:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to
reading. Some people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and America's First Clash with
Iran: The Tanker War, 1987-88 or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how
the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well
as students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes America's First Clash with Iran: The Tanker War, 1987-88 to make
your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Jill Weber:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
called of book America's First Clash with Iran: The Tanker War, 1987-88. You can add your knowledge by
it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to
read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other
place.
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