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Within the past three decades, social and legal changes have transformed the juvenile court from a nominally
rehabilitative welfare agency into a second-class criminal court for young offenders. Recent efforts to
"toughen" juvenile justice policies have resulted in increasingly harsh sanctions that fall disproportionately
on minority youths. In this provocative new book, Barry Feld examines what went wrong with the juvenile
court and proposes an alternative model for youth crime control and child welfare.

The Progressive reformers who created the juvenile court a century ago saw children as relatively blameless
and innocent. But recent decades of rising crime rates associated with urban decay have strained this tolerant
view of young offenders. Feld relates the 1967 Supreme Court decision In re Gault to the broader social and
legal changes associated with the civil rights movement and the Warren Court's "Due Process Revolution."
Although gault mandated more elaborate procedural safeguards in delinquency hearings, ironically, those
protections legitimated the imposition of more punitive sanctions.

Since Gault, Feld argues, three decades of judicial, legislative, and administrative reforms have conducted a
form of "criminological triage." At the "soft end," reforms have shifted noncriminal status offenders,
primarily female and white, out of the juvenile justice system into a "hidden system" made up of private
sector mental health and chemical dependency facilities. At the "hard end," states transfer increasing
numbers of young offenders, disproportionately minorities, to criminal court for prosecution as adults.
Meanwhile, juvenile courts punish more severely those delinquents-again disproportionately minorities-who
remain within the increasingly criminalized juvenile justice system.

Feld attributes the current state of affairs to a conceptual flaw inherent in the juvenile court. The juvenile
justice system attempts to combine social welfare and social control functions in one organization, but
inevitably fulfills both missions badly because of the inherent and irreconcilable contradictions between
them. Progressive reformers situated the juvenile court on a number of cultural, legal, and criminological
fault lines, where the ideas of child and adult, determinism and free will, immature and responsible,
treatment and punishment collide. The past three decades have witnessed a shift from the former to the latter
of these binary pairs in response to the racial transformation of cities, the increase in serious youth crime,
and the erosion of the rehabilitative assumptions of the juvenile court.

The solution, Feld argues, is to uncouple social welfare from criminal social control. States could try all
offenders in one integrated criminal justice system with appropriate modifications to accommodate the
youthfulness of younger defendants: a graduated, age-culpability sentencing system, separate youth
correctional facilities, and the like. Formally recognizing youthfulness as a mitigating factor would provide
youths with greater protections and justice than they currently receive in either the juvenile or criminal
justice systems. At the same time such a strategy would enable public policies to address directly the social
welfare needs of all young people.
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From reader reviews:

Oliver Watts:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important for people. The book Bad Kids: Race and the Transformation of the
Juvenile Court (Studies in Crime and Public Policy) seemed to be making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book Bad
Kids: Race and the Transformation of the Juvenile Court (Studies in Crime and Public Policy) is not only
giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can
spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book Bad Kids: Race and the
Transformation of the Juvenile Court (Studies in Crime and Public Policy). You never experience lose out
for everything in case you read some books.

Jason Faria:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand
than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this
particular Bad Kids: Race and the Transformation of the Juvenile Court (Studies in Crime and Public Policy)
book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Leslie White:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know which you should start with. This Bad Kids: Race and the Transformation of the Juvenile
Court (Studies in Crime and Public Policy) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Joshua Stickley:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always
try to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of



them is this Bad Kids: Race and the Transformation of the Juvenile Court (Studies in Crime and Public
Policy).
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