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The life of Virginie Gautreau, the notorious beauty of Madame X, John Singer Sargent's most famous and
scandalous portrait, provides inspiration for this absorbing and intriguing novel.
Madame X caused an immediate furor when Sargent unveiled it at the 1884 Paris Salon. The subject's bold
pose, provocative dress, and decadent pallor shocked the public, and the critics panned the picture, smashing
Sargent's dream of a Paris career. The artist soon relocated to England, where he established himself as the
favorite portrait painter of the wealthy.
In this remarkable novel, Gioia Diliberto tells Virginie's story, drawing on the sketchy facts of Virginie's life
to re-create her tempestuous personality and the captivating milieu of nineteenth-century Paris. Born in New
Orleans to two of Louisiana's prominent Creole families and raised at Parlange, her grandmother's lush
plantation, Virginie fled to France with her mother and sister during the Civil War. The family settled in
Paris among other expatriate Southerners and hoped, through their French ancestry, to insinuate themselves
into high society. They soon were absorbed into the fascinating and wealthy world of grand ballrooms,
dressmakers' salons, luxurious country estates, and artists' ateliers. Because of Virginie's striking appearance
and vivid character, her mother pinned the family's hopes for social acceptance on her daughter, who became
a "professional beauty" and married a French banker. Even before Sargent painted her portrait, Virginie's
reputation for promiscuity and showy self-display made her the subject of vicious Paris gossip.
I Am Madame X is a compulsively readable immersion in Belle Epoque Paris. It is also the story of a great
work of art, illuminating the struggle between Virginie and Sargent as they fought to control the outcome of
a painting that changed their lives and affected the course of art history.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Adams:

Often the book I Am Madame X: A Novel will bring that you the new experience of reading a new book.
The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book very
appropriate to you. The book I Am Madame X: A Novel is much recommended to you you just read. You
can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Jon Watson:

The particular book I Am Madame X: A Novel has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read
this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author
makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
scanning this book.

Ronny Baird:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be I Am Madame X: A Novel why because the excellent cover
that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Tommy Worm:

Beside this I Am Madame X: A Novel in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the
new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven
so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to
have I Am Madame X: A Novel because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in
your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you
still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from right now!
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