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Few features of contemporary American culture are as widely lamented as the public's obsession with
celebrity--and the trivializing effect this obsession has on what appears as news. Nevertheless, America's
"culture of celebrity" remains misunderstood, particularly when critics discuss its historical roots.

In this pathbreaking book, Charles Ponce de Leon provides a new interpretation of the emergence of
celebrity. Focusing on the development of human-interest journalism about prominent public figures, he
illuminates the ways in which new forms of press coverage gradually undermined the belief that famous
people were "great," instead encouraging the public to regard them as complex, interesting, even flawed
individuals and offering readers seemingly intimate glimpses of the "real" selves that were presumed to lie
behind the calculated, self-promotional fronts that celebrities displayed in public. But human-interest
journalism about celebrities did more than simply offer celebrities a new means of gaining publicity or
provide readers with the "inside dope," says Ponce de Leon. In chapters devoted to celebrities from the
realms of business, politics, entertainment, and sports, he shows how authors of celebrity journalism used
their writings to weigh in on subjects as wide-ranging as social class, race relations, gender roles, democracy,
political reform, self-expression, material success, competition, and the work ethic, offering the public a new
lens through which to view these issues.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Adam:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the guide untitled Self-Exposure: Human-Interest Journalism and the Emergence of
Celebrity in America, 1890-1940 can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Larry Young:

The actual book Self-Exposure: Human-Interest Journalism and the Emergence of Celebrity in America,
1890-1940 has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of
write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Michael Thompson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Self-Exposure: Human-Interest
Journalism and the Emergence of Celebrity in America, 1890-1940 book written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then
you still question Self-Exposure: Human-Interest Journalism and the Emergence of Celebrity in America,
1890-1940 as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one book that can break
don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh
come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Sharon Baker:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books in the
top checklist in your reading list is usually Self-Exposure: Human-Interest Journalism and the Emergence of
Celebrity in America, 1890-1940. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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