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La nina seria, the serious child. That's how Consuelo's mother has cast her pensive, book-loving daughter,
while Consuelo's younger sister Mili, is seen as vivacious--a ray of tropical sunshine. Two daughters: one
dark, one light; one to offer comfort and consolation, the other to charm and delight. But something is not
right in this Puerto Rican family.

Set in the 1950s, a time when American influence is diluting Puerto Rico's rich island culture, Consuelo
watches her own family's downward spiral. It is Consuelo who notices as her beautiful sister Mili's
vivaciousness turns into mysterious bouts of hysteria and her playful invented language shift into an
incomprehensible and chilling "language of birds." Ultimately Consuelo must choose: Will she fulfill the
expectations of her family--offering consolation as their tragedy unfolds? Or will she risk becoming la
fulana, the outsider, like the harlequin figure of her neighbor, Mario/Maria Sereno, who flaunts his tight red
pedal pushers and empty brassiere as he refuses the traditional macho role of his culture.

This affecting novel is a lively celebration of Puerto Rico as well as an archetypal story of loss, the loss each
of us experiences on our journey from the island of childhood to the uncharted territory of adulthood.
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From reader reviews:

Mary York:

The book The Meaning of Consuelo: A Novel gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You
may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting
anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book The Meaning of
Consuelo: A Novel for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open
and read a book The Meaning of Consuelo: A Novel. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Jonathan Flannagan:

The book The Meaning of Consuelo: A Novel can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book The Meaning of Consuelo: A Novel? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It
is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you
take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Meaning of
Consuelo: A Novel has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
look the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Marcella Aragon:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject The Meaning
of Consuelo: A Novel suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. Often
the book untitled The Meaning of Consuelo: A Novelis a single of several books that everyone read now.
This book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the
new age that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of
people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this
world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Robert Tanaka:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Meaning of Consuelo: A Novel,
you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is
it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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