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The French government's 2004 decision to ban Islamic headscarves and other religious signs from public
schools puzzled many observers, both because it seemed to infringe needlessly on religious freedom, and
because it was hailed by many in France as an answer to a surprisingly wide range of social ills, from
violence against females in poor suburbs to anti-Semitism. Why the French Don't Like Headscarves explains
why headscarves on schoolgirls caused such a furor, and why the furor yielded this law. Making sense of the
dramatic debate from his perspective as an American anthropologist in France at the time, John Bowen
writes about everyday life and public events while also presenting interviews with officials and intellectuals,
and analyzing French television programs and other media.

Bowen argues that the focus on headscarves came from a century-old sensitivity to the public presence of
religion in schools, feared links between public expressions of Islamic identity and radical Islam, and a
media-driven frenzy that built support for a headscarf ban during 2003-2004. Although the defense of laïcité
(secularity) was cited as the law's major justification, politicians, intellectuals, and the media linked the
scarves to more concrete social anxieties--about "communalism," political Islam, and violence toward
women.

Written in engaging, jargon-free prose, Why the French Don't Like Headscarves is the first comprehensive
and objective analysis of this subject, in any language, and it speaks to tensions between assimilation and
diversity that extend well beyond France's borders.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Wood:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled Why the
French Don't Like Headscarves: Islam, the State, and Public Space? Maybe it is to become best activity for
you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

John Carter:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This Why the French Don't Like Headscarves: Islam, the State,
and Public Space book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to
offer to you. The writer connected with Why the French Don't Like Headscarves: Islam, the State, and Public
Space content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Why the French
Don't Like Headscarves: Islam, the State, and Public Space is not loveable to be your top collection reading
book?

Madelyn McDowell:

Typically the book Why the French Don't Like Headscarves: Islam, the State, and Public Space has a lot
associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the
very famous author. The author makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Joann Huertas:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Why the French Don't Like Headscarves:
Islam, the State, and Public Space or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know
how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside
science publication, any other book likes Why the French Don't Like Headscarves: Islam, the State, and
Public Space to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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