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A provocative and insightful analysis that sheds new light on one of the most puzzling and historically
unsettling conundrums

Why the Germans? Why the Jews? Countless historians have grappled with these questions, but few have
come up with answers as original and insightful as those of maverick German historian Götz Aly. Tracing
the prehistory of the Holocaust from the 1800s to the Nazis' assumption of power in 1933, Aly shows that
German anti-Semitism was—to a previously overlooked extent—driven in large part by material concerns,
not racist ideology or religious animosity. As Germany made its way through the upheaval of the Industrial
Revolution, the difficulties of the lethargic, economically backward German majority stood in marked
contrast to the social and economic success of the agile Jewish minority. This success aroused envy and fear
among the Gentile population, creating fertile ground for murderous Nazi politics.
Surprisingly, and controversially, Aly shows that the roots of the Holocaust are deeply intertwined with
German efforts to create greater social equality. Redistributing wealth from the well-off to the less fortunate
was in many respects a laudable goal, particularly at a time when many lived in poverty. But as the notion of
material equality took over the public imagination, the skilled, well-educated Jewish population came to be
seen as having more than its fair share. Aly's account of this fatal social dynamic opens up a new vantage
point on the greatest crime in history and is sure to prompt heated debate for years to come.
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From reader reviews:

Yael Whitehead:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill
your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should
read. If you want to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Why the Germans? Why the Jews?:
Envy, Race Hatred, and the Prehistory of the Holocaust can be great book to read. May be it could be best
activity to you.

Noemi Burns:

The particular book Why the Germans? Why the Jews?: Envy, Race Hatred, and the Prehistory of the
Holocaust has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit.
The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research before write this book.
This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this book.

James Hose:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be Why the Germans? Why the Jews?: Envy, Race Hatred, and
the Prehistory of the Holocaust why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content
will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Jeremy Hutchings:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirements is Why the Germans? Why the Jews?: Envy, Race Hatred, and the
Prehistory of the Holocaust this reserve consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now.
This specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for
explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some research when he makes this book. This is
why this book suitable all of you.
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