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`every heart imagines itself the first to thrill to a myriad sensations which once stirred the hearts of the
earliest creatures and which will again stir the hearts of the last men and women to walk the earth'

What is a life? How shall a storyteller conceive a life? What if art means pattern and life has none? How,
then, can any story be true to life? These are some of the questions which inform the first of Maupassant's six
novels, A Life (Une Vie) (1883) in which he sought to parody and expose the folly of romantic illusion. An
unflinching presentation of a woman's life of failure and disappointments, where fulfilment and happiness
might have been expected, A Life recounts
Jeanne de Lamare's gradual lapse into a state of disillusion.

With its intricate network of parallels and oppositions, A Life reflects the influence of Flaubert in its
attention to form and its coherent structure. It also expresses Maupassant's characteristic naturalistic vision in
which the satire of bourgeois manners, the representation of the aristocracy in pathological decline, the
undermining of human individuality and ideals, and the study of deterioration and disintegration, all play a
role. But above all Maupassant brings to his first
novel the short story writer's genius for a focused tension between stasis and change, and A Life is one of his
most compelling portraits of dispossession and powerlessness.
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From reader reviews:

Annette Puente:

The book A Life: The Humble Truth (Oxford World's Classics) make you feel enjoy for your spare time.
You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book A Life:
The Humble Truth (Oxford World's Classics) to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add
your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide
open and read a guide A Life: The Humble Truth (Oxford World's Classics). Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Tina Alley:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject A Life: The
Humble Truth (Oxford World's Classics) suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known
writer in this era. Often the book untitled A Life: The Humble Truth (Oxford World's Classics)is one of
several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When
you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know just before. The author explained
their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This
book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world
in this book.

Beverly Bell:

This A Life: The Humble Truth (Oxford World's Classics) is great reserve for you because the content and
that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give
you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having A
Life: The Humble Truth (Oxford World's Classics) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it
is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but
this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that
will?

Danilo Ernest:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Life: The Humble Truth
(Oxford World's Classics) can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore
out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these ebooks have than the others?
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