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Generating Bodies and Gendered Selves examines the textured interrel ations between medical writing about
generation and childbirth - what we now call reproduction - and emerging notions of selfhood in early
modern England. At atime when medical texts first appeared in English in large numbers and the first signs
of modern medicine were emerging both in theory and in practice, medical discourse of the body was richly
interwoven with cultural concerns.

Through close readings of awide range of English-language medical texts from the mid-sixteenth to the
early eighteenth centuries, from learned anatomies and works of observational embryology to popular books
of physic and commercial midwifery manuals, Keller looks at the particular assumptions about bodies and
selves that medical language inevitably enfolds. When wombs are described as "free" but nonetheless
"bridled" to the bone; when sperm, first seen in the seventeenth century by the aid of the microscope, are
imagined as minute "adventurers' seeking a safe spot to be "nursed": and when for the first time embryos are
described as "freeborn,” fully "independent" from the femal es who bear them, the rhetorical formulations of
generating bodies seem clearly to implicate ideas about the gendered self.

Keller shows how, in an age marked by social, intellectual, and political upheaval, early modern English
medicine inscribes in the flesh and functioning of its generating bodies the manifold questions about gender,
politics, and philosophy that together give rise to the modern Western liberal self - a historically constrained
(and, Keller argues, ahistorically aberrant) notion of the self as individuated and autonomous, fully rational
and thoroughly male.

An engagingly written and interdisciplinary work that forges a critical nexus among medical history, cultural
studies, and literary analysis, Generating Bodies and Gendered Selves will interest scholarsin early modern
literary studies, feminist and cultural studies of the body and subjectivity, and the history of women's
healthcare and reproductive rights.

Eve Keller is associate professor of English at Fordham University in New Y ork and is president of the
Society for Literature, Science, and the Arts.
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From reader reviews:
William Herold:

Book is usualy written, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. Aswe know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Generating bodies and gendered
selves: the rhetoric of reproduction in early modern England (In vivo) will make you to aways be smarter.

Y ou can feel far more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or
reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you
searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Mary Infante:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider if those information
which isfrom the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously which oneis
appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen throughout you if you take Generating bodies and gendered selves: the rhetoric of reproductionin
early modern England (In vivo) as the daily resource information.

Johnnie Colby:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Generating bodies
and gendered selves: the rhetoric of reproduction in early modern England (In vivo) that give your pleasure
preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as
the way for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly
that reading habit only for the geeky person but for al of you who wants to possibly be success person. So,
for al you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick Generating bodies and
gendered selves: the rhetoric of reproduction in early modern England (In vivo) become your personal
Starter.

Millie Goodman:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
From the book Generating bodies and gendered selves: the rhetoric of reproduction in early modern England
(In vivo) we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must love to
read a book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change



your life at this time book Generating bodies and gendered selves: the rhetoric of reproduction in early
modern England (In vivo). Y ou can more inviting than now.
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