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Acquire finesse with CTools features and build rich and custom analytics solutions using Pentaho

About This Book

Learn everything you need to know to make the most of CTools●

Create interactive and remarkable dashboards using the CTools●

Understand how to use and create data visualizations that can make the difference●

The author of our book works for Pentaho as a Senior Consultant●

Acts as a follow-up to Packt's previously published products on Pentaho such as Pentaho Business●

Analytics Cookbook, Pentaho Analytics for MongoDB, Pentaho Data Integration Cookbook - Second
Edition, and Pentaho Reporting [Video]
Our book is based on the latest version of Pentaho, that is, 6.0●

Who This Book Is For

If you are a CTools developer and would like to expand your knowledge and create attractive dashboards and
frameworks, this book is the go-to-guide for you. A basic knowledge of JavaScript and Cascading Style
Sheets (CSS) is highly recommended.

What You Will Learn

Install Community Tools on Pentaho; and understand the necessary concepts and considerations when●

creating an exciting dashboard design
Get data from many different Pentaho datasources and deliver it in different formats (CSV, XLS, XML, or●

JSON)
Use the Community Data Access (CDA) as the data abstraction layer and understand the concepts in the●

Community Dashboard Framework (CDF)
Create a Community Dashboard Editor (CDE) dashboard and make the most of the main components●

Create and make use of widgets and use duplicate components to have data-driven sections on the●

dashboard
Customize and create interaction between all components, including charts, using the Community Charts●

Components
Create and embed dashboards in a better and new way●

Create plugins and make use of parameters inside Pentaho without writing code●

In Detail

Pentaho and CTools are two of the fastest and most rapidly growing tools for practical solutions not found in
any other tool available on the market. Using Pentaho allows you to build a complete analytics solution, and
CTools brings an advanced flexibility to customizing them in a remarkable way. CTools provides its users
with the ability to utilize Web technologies and data visualization concepts, and make the most of best



practices to create a huge visual impact.

The book starts with the basics of the framework and how to get data to your dashboards. We'll take you all
the way through to create your custom and advanced dashboards that will create an effective visual impact
and provide the best user experience. You will be given deep insights into the lifecycle of dashboards and the
working of various components. Further, you will create a custom dashboard using the Community
Dashboards Editor and use datasources to load data on the components. You will also create custom content
using Query, the Freeform Addins Popup, and text components. Next, you will make use of widgets to create
similar sections and duplicate components to reproduce other components on a dashboard. You will then
learn to build a plugin without writing Java code, use Sparkl as a CPK plugin manager, and understand the
application of deployment and version control to dashboard development. Finally, you will learn tips and
tricks that can be very useful while embedding dashboards into other applications.

This guide is an invaluable tutorial if you are planning to use custom and advanced dashboards among the
solutions that you are building with Pentaho.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Dyson:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one together
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Learning Pentaho CTools is kind of
publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Larry Swartz:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you examine
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon.
The Learning Pentaho CTools will give you new experience in looking at a book.

Richard Dutton:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or real
their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Learning Pentaho CTools can make you really feel more interested to read.

Heather Robertson:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By book
Learning Pentaho CTools we can take more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become
creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always
be doubt to change your life with this book Learning Pentaho CTools. You can more pleasing than now.
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