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Early in the twentieth century, drawing upon the hundreds of letters written to his father by students who had
emigrated to northeastern Iowa from Mecklenburg, in northeastern Germany, Johannes Gillhoff created the
composite character of Juernjakob Swehn: the archetype of the upright, honest mensch who personified the
German immigrant, on his way to a better life through ambition and hard work. Gillhoff's farmer-hero,
planting and harvesting his Iowa acres, joking with his neighbors during the snowy winters, building a
church with his own hands, proved so popular with the German public that a million copies of Jürnjakob
Swehn der Amerikafahrer are in print. Now for the first time this wise and endearing book is available in
English.

“First, let's talk about pigs,”Juernjakob Swehn writes from his farm in Iowa. “In America, pigs have a curly
tail and talk in Low German so I can understand them.” Swehn builds a log house and makes a success of
farming, marries a woman who's “a whole different nation that has its confidence from the inside,” raises a
family, and becomes an elder in the Lutheran church. He recognizes his good fortune but acknowledges that
memories of his village grow stronger every year, that “being homesick is the best thing that home can do for
you …no power on earth holds on to you like your homeland.” It is this sense of home, both in Iowa and in
Mecklenburg, that makes Juernjakob Swehn appeal to today's readers as much as he appealed to readers in
1916.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Clarke:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great along with important the book Letters of a German American Farmer:
Juernjakob Swehn Travels to America (Bur Oak Book). All type of book could you see on many methods.
You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Brian Grant:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-
book that need more time to be go through. Letters of a German American Farmer: Juernjakob Swehn
Travels to America (Bur Oak Book) can be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those
short spare time problems.

Jeffery Harman:

The book untitled Letters of a German American Farmer: Juernjakob Swehn Travels to America (Bur Oak
Book) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language is
very straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
written by famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read
this book because you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site along
with order it. Have a nice go through.

Catherine Stoltenberg:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books.
Among the books in the top checklist in your reading list will be Letters of a German American Farmer:
Juernjakob Swehn Travels to America (Bur Oak Book). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry
Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this publication
you can get many advantages.
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