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The tumultuous twentieth century, told through the life of a single extraordinary woman

Rejected by a series of publishers, abandoned in a chest for twenty years, Goliarda Sapienza's masterpiece,
The Art of Joy, survived a turbulent path to publication. It wasn't until 2005, when it was released in France,
that this novel received the recognition it deserves. At last, Sapienza's remarkable book is available in
English, in a brilliant translation by Anne Milano Appel and with an illuminating introduction by Angelo
Pellegrino.
The Art of Joy centers on Modesta, a Sicilian woman born on January 1, 1900, whose strength and character
are an affront to conventional morality. Impoverished as a child, Modesta believes she is destined for a better
life. She is able, through grace and intelligence, to secure marriage to an aristocrat—without compromising
her own deeply felt values. Friend, mother, lover—Modesta revels in upsetting the rules of her fascist,
patriarchal society.
This is the history of the twentieth century, transfigured by the perspective of one extraordinary woman.
Sapienza, an intriguing figure in her own right—her father homeschooled her so she wouldn't be exposed to
fascist influences—was a respected actress and writer who drew on her own struggles to craft this powerful
epic. A fictionalized memoir, a book of romance and adventure, a feminist text, a bildungsroman—this novel
is ultimately undefinable but deeply necessary; its genius will leave readers breathless.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Frye:

Within other case, little people like to read book The Art of Joy: A Novel. You can choose the best book if
you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book The Art of Joy: A Novel. You
can add information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the
fact from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Ruben Hardy:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this The
Art of Joy: A Novel.

Jane Hanscom:

You will get this The Art of Joy: A Novel by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it
could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are
various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern
era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your own personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Arthur Mead:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book The Art of Joy: A Novel to make your
own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about
book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and go through it.
Beside that the e-book The Art of Joy: A Novel can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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